
Introduction 

Training in fish farming techniques with the aim of providing practical training in setting up 

indoor and outdoor home fish farms; exposure to fish breeds of high commercial value; 

utilizing the local demand for income generation and practical exposure by linkage with 

established entrepreneurs.   

Ornamental Fish Farming 

Ornamental or aquarium fishes form an important commercial component of fisheries, 

providing for aesthetic requirements and upkeep of the environment. India`s contribution to the 

world trade in ornamental fish is hardly 1% while Singapore, Chine (Hong Kong), Malaysia, 

Srilanka, Japan and the Philippines occupy a position amongst the world`s top ten exporting 

countries. 

Ornamental fish farming or culture is the culture of attractive, colourful fishes of 

various characteristics, which are reared in a confined aquatic system. Farmers and hobbyists 

mainly grow these fishes. The demand of ornamental fishes is increasing remarkably due to 

their important role in the world trade for fish and fishery production.  

Advantages of Ornamental Fish Farming:-  

1. It gives joy to young and old folks.  

2. It allows relaxation of the mind and thus contributes to a healthy living.  

3. Children get to know more about nature and use their time productively. 

 4. It generates a self-employment opportunity 

Culture and breeding of ornamental fishes can be a promising alternative for many 

individuals as well as unemployed youths. It requires little space and less initial investment 

than most other forms of aquaculture. For decorative fish farming, only a clear understanding 

of habits and biology of these fishes is required. It may be practiced even in urban areas with 

little alteration of backyard or roof of a house. As less manpower is needed, the women or the 

elders can run little home aquarium units and improve their social and economic status. 

To boost up the employability/self employment potential of the students, Department 

of Zoology has suggested the course Ornamental fish farming and aquarium setting. To provide 

systematic and scientific hands on training, the college has established a full-fledged lab for 

fish breeding and a pond for farming. The program envisaged equipping the unemployed youth 

and the under employed to take up fish farming as an occupation to augment their livelihood. 



With an objective of imparting practical knowledge in breeding exotic and indigenous 

ornamental fishes indoor, roof top and outdoor ornamental fish farms have been setup. Re-

circulating aquaculture system, integrated aquaponics and hydroponics with high value fish 

farming also have been set. The training program also provided an opportunity to the candidates 

for observing exotic fishes, setting up of high tech and commercial aquariums.  Steps have been 

taken for establishing linkages with reputed ornamental fish farms and entreprenurs.  

Hands-on training programme in ornamental fish breeding and farming is organized 

with an objective of imparting practical knowledge in breeding exotic and indigenous 

ornamental fishes, setting up of indoor, rooftop and outdoor ornamental fish farms, 

Recirculating Aquaculture System (RAS), integrating Aquaponics and Hydroponics with high 

value fish farming. It also provides an exposure to exotic fishes, setting up of high-tech income 

and commercial aquariums and establishing linkages with reputed ornamental fish farms and 

entrepreneurs. 

 This training program is organized to enable the unemployed and under employed to 

take up fish farming as an occupation to augment their livelihood.  

Course Details 

 Introduction to basics of farming techniques 

 Lab facilities for learning breeding techniques 

 Field study with eminent faculties 

 Course duration: 60 hours 

 Qualification plus two or above 

 Free training 

 

For queries:- 

Dr. K. K. Philipose (Program Coordinator) 

Rtd. Principal Scientist  

ICAR- Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute 

Contact: 9447275733 

RUSA Office: 8078862602 
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