
Plant Propagation and Terrace Farming Techniques 

This course aims to develop a basic understanding of the methods of 

propagation of the more commonly cultivated plants and the basic knowledge on 

entrepreneurial skills required to run a small scale commercial nursery. The main 

problem of unemployment in the present situation can only be alleviated with self 

employment. There are a lot of areas in agriculture to take up an enterprise and one 

of it is plant propagation. The number of educated but untrained youth who have 

passed VHSE/Plus two or above is increasing. These youth lack technical skill to 

start an enterprise. In a state like Kerala where horticulture crops dominate, require 

more specialist propagators for successful management of the nursery industry 

Another serious isue faced by Kerala is the shortage in production of 

vegetables and fruits, and its chemical contamination. Kerala’s annual requirement 

of vegetables is three million tones. Despite having good rains and sunlight, the state 

produces only 30-40 per cent of its requirement. The rest is imported from the 

neighboring states: Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. But there is no guarantee about the 

safety of vegetables and fruits available in the markets. Farmers often apply huge 

quantities of pesticides on vegetables and fruits. The same is true for commercial 

cultivation within the state. Fortunately, a large number of people in cities and towns 

of Kerala started growing fruits and vegetables on rooftops without using chemical 

fertilizers and pesticides. Those who take up rooftop or terrace farming are not 

regular farmers, but professionals such as engineers, doctors, employees from the 

public and private sectors, senior citizens, women homemakers and students. The 

main reason for this trend is growing health consciousness and fear of consuming 

contaminated food.  

In this context, St. Joseph’s College, Devagiri has taken initiative to provide 

hands-on training in Plant propagation and Terrace farming as part of equipping the 

youth for self employment. Candidates were selected from in and around the 

College. Quality training on terrace gardening and different plant propagation 

techniques like grafting,  budding , layering etc were given. The course coordinator, 

Dr. Jacob T. K. engaged the theory classes. The practical sessions were arranged at 

two plant nurseries:  Adithya Gardens, Irumbakam, Thiruvambady and 

Vazhaparambil Hi-tech Green Nursery, Anakkampoyil. The students were 

experienced with different palnt propagation techniques and different practical tips 

in the field.Students were also being trained in terrace cultivation. 



As the part of the program, College set up a micro nursery cum laboratory 

with all necessary equipment related to the course and planted 100 plus fruit bearing 

tropical trees in the College campus. Altogether 58 students have completed the 

course successfully. 

 

Course coordinator: Dr. Jacob T K 

       Retd. Principal Scientist 

       Indian Institute of Spices Research 
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